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| Pets ANNUAL MEETING 
Renn ea COUNTY HISTORICAL 


SOCIETY. 


EDGEFIELD COURT HOUSE—FRIDAY, JULY 30, 1948 


11:30—Call to pikdee by’ President-——-Mrs. M. N. Tillman, 
The National Anthem. 

| Advance of the Colors by Members of Hq. and Hq. Service 

Company, 122nd Engr, Battalion. ne 

Invocation—Rev. Hamlin Etheredge. 

Appointment of Committees. Other Business. 

111:45—-REVOLUTIONARY WAR PERIOD: 

‘aot Introduction of Speaker by, Hon. James O. Sheppard. 
Address—Dr, W. Daniel Quattlebaum of Pasadena, Calif. 
Music—‘‘The Spirit of Edgefield.” 

19 15--CENTENNIAL OBSERVANCE OF MEXICAN WAR: 

History of the Battle Flag of Co. D of the Palmetto Regiment, 
Reviewed from The Edgefield Advertiser of 100 Years Ago. 
Muster Roll of Co. D and Others Connected with Edgefield. 
‘(Representatives of the men will stand as names are called.). 


Inscriptions from Brooks-Dunovant Tombstones. 
Tribute to Colonel Pierce Mason Butler. 
Sketch of Col. Joseph Abney—Mrs, M. H. Mims. . 
Presentation of Portrait of Col. Abney PY his Daughter, Mrs. 
Agatha Abney Woodson. 
Acceptance—Clerk of Court L. T. May. 
Retirement of Colors. 
12: 45-—Adjournment. 
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~__ HISTORICAL SOCIETY RE-ELECTS OFFICERS™== 


a MI 


Three officers of the Edgefield County Historical Society who were reelected at the 
annual meeting Friday are shown above, They are, left to right, Miss Hortense Wood- 


son, vice. president; Mrs. Mamie Tillman, president; and Mrs. John R. Blocker, Jr., 


treasurer. Mrs. M. H. Mims was reelected secretary.—(Photo Earl DeLoach) 
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od EDGEFIELD HONORS HEROES 
IN MEXICAN WAR CENTENNIAL 


The Centennial of the home- 
coming of Edgefield County men 


of Co. D (Old 96 Boys) of the 


Palmetto Regiment was impres- 
sively observed at the annual 


meeting of the Edgefield County 
- Historical Society on Friday, July 


30, at the courthouse when the 
ancient banner borne. by that 
company was displayed, and hon- 
or was paid the men who served 
in that war. 


As an introduction to the Mexi- 


'can War period, an address was 
- made by Dr. W. Daniel Quattle- 


baum, Baptist minister of Pasa~ 


dena, California, native of South © 


Carolina, who gave interesting 
information about the Colonial 
and Revolutionary periods. Dr. 
Quattlebauin displayed a map of 
the Carolinas printed in London 
in 1672. He told of several early 
botanists and silyersmiths of this 
state, and gave entertaining sto- 
ries connected with their work. 
Musgrove’s Mills, Kings Moun- 
tain and Cowpens were the Rev- 
olutionary engagements treated. 


At the opening of the meeting, 
called to order by the president, 
Mrs. Mamie Norris Tillman, the 
colors were advanced by mem- 
bers of the National Guard, Head- 
quarters and Headquarters Ser- 
vice Company, 122nd Engineers 
Battalion: Ernest Miller, Joe Bol- 
ton, Sam Bussey, John W. Cheat- 
ham, William Seawright, Clifton 
Williams and Donald Quarles. 
The audience stood as the United 


States Flag appeared, followed by © 


an armed guard preceding and 
following the beautiful banner 
that waved over Carolina’s sons 
in Mexico a hundred years ago. 


A special recording of Mrs. M. N. 
Tillman’s rendition of “The Star 
Spangled Banner” made by Ray 
Bloomer of Edgefield was played 
as the colors advanced. 


The meeting opened with the 
invocation of Rev. Hamlin Ethe- 
redge of Johnston. 


Hon. James O. Sheppard, for- 
mer lieutenant-governor of South 
Carolina, introduced the speaker 


of the day, a retired Baptist min- 


ister with an abiding love for 
his home state and its history and 
traditions. 

Through the appreciated cour- 
tesy of Mr. Bloomer a record of 
“The Spirit of Edgefield” had 
been made by him‘as sung by 


“Rev. John S. Wimbish, and was 


played during the two periods 
of the program. - 


The History of the Battle Flag 


of Co. D as reviewed from The 


Edgefield Advertiser of 100 years - 
ago was given by Miss Hortense 
Woodson. On November 30, 1846, 
it was presented to the company 
by Miss Susan Pickens and ac- 
cepted by Capt. Preston S. Brooks, | 
It followed the men through the 

engagements of that struggle un- 
til it floated in triumph over the 
walls of the city of Mexico after 
many had died beneath it. It was . 
returned to Edgefield by the small 
remnant of 39 men out of 108 who 
had gone forth to war from this 
county, and later placed in the 
Confederate relic room in Colum- 
bia. For the occasion of this meet- 
ing, by order of Governor Thur- 
mond it was brought to Edgefield 
by a special highway patrolman, 
Mr. Riley, and remained here un- 
ti} late in the afternoon. Flags 
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on the streets of Edgefield were 
flying in honor of the centennial. 


The Muster Roll of Co. D and 


oiher Mexican war heroes con- 
nected with Edgefield was valled 
when members of their families 
stood, Special mention was made 
of Col. Pierce Mason Butler, kil- 
led at Churubusco, whose’ por- 
trait was displayed; of Capt. Pres- 
ton 5S. Brooks; Lieut. Whitfield 
Brooks, Jr.; Lieut. -Col. R. G. M. 
Dunovant: Lieut David Adams 
und Lieut. John C. Moragne who 
bore the banner and died while 
advancing with it, Mrs. Eugene 
tartley of Batesburg and Hon. 
Mott Yarborough of Saluda add- 
ed additional facts of interest. 

A photograph of Capt. Brooks 
und a replica of the cane that fea- 
tured in the Brooks-Sumner inci- 
dent some years later were dis- 
played. 


Mrs,. Agatha Abney Woodson, 
daughter of Col. Joseph Abney 
who was‘a lieutenant in the Moa 
icun War, presented to the court- 
house a portrait. of him which 
was painted by Mrs. Elizabeth 
Wright of Augusta from the ori- 
ginal portrait by Scarborough. A 
skcich of Colonel Abney. was 
read. by Mrs. M. H. Mims, sec- 
retary of the society. The portrait 
was displayed on the wall and 
beneath it was an Edgefield flag 
made some years ago by Mrs, 
Woodson and bearing the words, 
“A place in the picture near the 


flashing of the guns.” 


The colors were retired and the 
Inceting adjourned. 

A luncheon was served in the 
Kdgefield Hotel dining room for 


those who had made reservations 


und several interesting features 
were carried out. In commemora- 
tion of the barbecue that was giv- 
en at Centre Spring for the Mexi- 
can War heroes when toasts were 
given, many of the same toasts 
were given at the luncheon, Little 
Jane Hungerpiller, wearing a 


long maroon taffeta dress with 
bustle in the style of the period, 
sang. “Old Black Joe.” Jane is a 


relative of Ralf Seurry who gave 


his lif@ in Mexico. Mrs. J. A. 
Hungerpiller and. Mrs. Frank E, 
Timmerman .sang “Way Down 
Upon the Swannee River,” -and 
all joined in “The Spirit of Edge- 
field” and “America” to conclude 
the meeting. 


Guests from out of town were 
introduced and Mr. Berry Flem- 
ing, Augusta author, responded 
when introduced as the great- 
nephew of Gen. Wm. C. Moragne 
and Lt. John Moragne. 


Mr. W. W. Fuller made the re- 
port of the nominating committee. 


Officers elected were: Mrs, 
Mamie N. Tillman, _ president; 
Miss Hortense ‘Woodson, vice 
president; Mrs. M. H. Mims, sec- 
retary; Mrs. John R. Blocker, 
treasurer, These, together ‘with 
Governor J. Strom Thurmond, 
Hon. J. O. Sheppard, Mr. R. H. 
Norris and Mr: W. W. Mims were 
announced later as members of 


the executive committee. 


Upon motion of Mr. S. B. Nich- 
Olson dues were increased to $1. 
annually, 


During the freetins several tel-— 
egrams were read, including those 
from Pierce Mason Butler — of 
Nashville, Tenn., descendant. of 
Col. Pierce Mason Butler; Oliver 
B. Burroughs, Jr., of Augusta, 
great-grandson of Preston  S. 
Brooks; Judge Eugene S. Blease, 
nephew of. Horatio Blease. A mes- 
sage from E. C. Culbreath of 
Johnston, son of. Lieut. Joseph 
Culbreath, regretted his inability 
to be present. 


The luncheon tables were a- 
dorned with flowers, flats, red 
and blue streamers entwined ov- 
er the white covers, and a de- 
lishtful plate luncheon was ser- 
ved by the dining room manage- 
ment, 
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National Guard of Edgefield with 
century old flag of Co. D, Palmetto Regiment, which was sent to Edgefield irom Columbia 


for the recent meeting of the Historical Societ y here. The Edgefield Company carried the 


flag throughout the Mexican War. Guardsmen shown, left to righi, are: John W. Cheatham, 
Sam Bussey, Donald Quarles, William Seawright and Joe Bolton, Jr. 


Bicinred are members of the 22nd Engineers Battalion, 
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BATTLE FLAG OF Co. D, PALMETTO REGIMENT 


(Given at the meeting Friday, July 30, 1948) 


The Edgefield Advertiser. of 
November 25, 1846, carried the 
stirring announcement: ‘Mexican 
War!! ... Old 96 Boys, Attention! 
You are hereby notified and re- 
quired to appear at 
Court House on Monday next, 
30th instant, at 10 o’clock, A. M., 
at which’ time the Corps will be 
complimented with a stand of 
colors by a lady, and when defi- 
nite orders from the Commanding 
Colonel will be extended .. The 
long expected call from the War 
Department upon the South Caro- 
lina troops has at length been 
_made, Let those from Edgefield 
be the first to hear and answer!” 
This was -signed by David Adams, 
O. S. by Order of Captain Brooks. 

Accordingly the Old 96 Boys 
assembled .at this court house on 
.the day designated when Capt. 
Preston S. Brooks was called to 
the chair. Capt. Brooks stated the 
object of the meeting “in a manly, 
Spirited and impressive address 
and was followed in the same 
strain 
geant Simkins, Joseph Abney and 
Whitfield Brooks, Jr.; of the Vol- 
unteers.” Feeling addresses were 
made by older citizens, and after 
many names had been enrolled 
the Volunteers were marched out 
on the public square to the music 
of the Star Spangled Banner. 
They formed in order to await the 
presentation of the colors. It was 
au stirring scene when’ beautiful 
Susan Pickens appeared, mounted 


ona dappled grey steed. She was _ 


wearing a black riding habit and 
a white plume was in her black 
cap. There was in her bearing 
something of the spirit of “her 
great-grandfather, General An- 
drew Pickens of the Revolution 
as she addressed Captain Brooks: 

“I take pleasure, Sir, in pre- 
senting to your company a stan- 
dard which bears upon one side 


Edgefield - 


. selves to 


by Lieut. Moragne, Ser- 


bore 


the Palmetto with the glorious 


-emblems of our state, and upon 


the other, it presents the Eagle 
with the Stars and Stripes of our 
consecrated Union. I know the 
gallant spirits to whom I trust 
this Banner will follow. where- 
ver it waves, and bear it aloft in 
triumph, or perish beneath it in 
glory.” 

In accepting it . Capt. Brooks 
said, in part, “I am commissioned 
by the company which I have the 
honor to command, to say we ac- 
cept. your valued present with 
gratitude, and should duty call 
us to the field, with’ the bless- 
ings of.God we will defend it with 
honor.’ And. here before high 
Heaven, before you, and in the 
presence of this assembled mul- 
titude, we solemnly pledge our- 
‘follow. wherever it 
waves, and bear it aloft-in tri- 
umph or perish beneath it: in 
glory.” ; 

108 men enlisted under that 
banner and fought with the Am- 
crican troops through the en- 
gagements of Vera Cruz, Con- 
treras, Churubusco, Chapultepec, 
Garita de Belen. At Churubusco - 
when brave Butler was. slain, 
that very day, young David Ad- | 
ams resolutely grasped the beau- 


‘tiful banner of his company and 


unfurled it to the breeze... The 
balls in tremendous fury whist- 
led over his head and around his 
body. They smote the banner he 
in his hands and mowed 


down the gallant youths: that 


‘marched at his side—but he firm- 


ly advanced until, struck by one 
himself, he fell to the ground. We 
never witnessed nor read of more 
deliberate courage,”’. wrote . an 
eyewitness. His last words were, 
“Tell my father I died fighting 
for my country.” It is easy to 
imagine that as David Adams 
faced the fire of the enemy the 
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words he had heard when this 
banner was presented flashed 
through his’ mind: “Follow 
wherever it waves, and bear it 


aloft in triumph or perish be- 


neath it in glory.” 

So David Adams perished in 
glory and other hands carried this 
banner aloft until it waved in 
victory on the’ walls of the con- 
quered city. When the last shot 
was fired and the last hero had 
died beneath it in glory, it was 


- returned to Edgefield and pre- 


sented to the citizens of Edgefield 
in the following communication: 
Edgefield C. H: 
October 16th, 1848 
Thos. G. Bacon, Esq., C. C. P. 
Dear Sir:—As the representa- 
tives of Company D (96 Boys), 
Patmetto Regiment, we have the 


_ honor to place in your keeping 


and that of your successors in of- 
fice the accompanying “Battle 
Flag” presented to our corps by 
one of our own fair country-wo- 
men and baptized in the purest of 


-Carolina’s best blood. 


We present it to the people of 
Edgefield District, as a voucher 


of the patriotism and gallantry cf 


her children, devoutly hoping that 
mild-visaged Peace will long per- 
mit it to remain a District rec- 
ord, and in full confidence that 


should South Carolina be called 
again to the field; it will have 
‘‘a place in the picture.” 
Respectfully Your Obedient 
Servants, | 
-. P, S. Brooks 
“Wm. C. Moragne 
Joseph Abney 
L. B. Wever 
Later because of troubled con- 
ditions in our State this banner 
was removed to the State House 
in Columbia and‘ for many years 
has graced the walls of. the Con- 
federate Relic Room in the Capi- 
tol, Building. The important place 
it holds in the thinking of those 
to whom it is entrusted is at- 
tested by the fact that it was 
sent here today under orders of 
Governor Thurmond and the co- 
operation of the State Highway 
Department through Mr. H. E. 
Quarles, director of the Motor 
Vehicle Division, and Lieutenant 
Hiutto who arranged its trans- . 


portation. This banner has come 


home to us today, stained with 
the blood of our fathers and 
grandfathers. It is symbolic of all 
we hold dear as citizens of this 
great nation. We salute this ban- 
ner today and pledge anew our 
allegiance to those principles and 
ideals for which our forefathers 
died beneath its folds. 


ee a 


2u0H 9isi@ ont of boven: cow. bad otatt 
Bisex yoo tol bra sidmvio) nl ewaw fy 


 inamolusit bee .weidivitl sisideY afte yaniv 


=> - 
7. % 


a 


i. 


Nw i¢ 
j 


i 


YG 
y 


2. 


tlw, 
«7 q 


“hoa beldvew to saueoed atal.  - -n09 
tanned eit stat we ai enoltih | toda 
ba 


~1e') alt to ellew ort bossy ead -a1q ‘baie. bi ete 
“igs off oi molt vila otmishet — bloiteybH to adositic edt of 
gvalg insiieqen af guibliod fof :aoltgoinuremos yrtiwolfot edf. 
adorn) eo yotloi od? ai ebfort Ji HD b 

“th gi halewiine eb ti modw of SE AIB1 t9datsO 
sew Ji Just tont oft yd bate 9) AD? of 

id wiekio sehau ysbo! ost Jage -aiaeessqut od? eA 
909 off na bacermadT wasivoD .(xzoG 3@) a m0 
yawdgih sisi off Yo noitewmqe edt svat aw \t vig 
4.4. aM dave) tnsotvsqed gaiqsod woy ai — 
tute att to slegtib estieug) ~lo mt efoarsoaue tipo | 


i 


& a a oi ~ ee oF SS 
4 <— * ; ~ a 7 \ ca 5 . 4 
a ee i ’ . a bore oF a Es a i a ae 
r : a ee ey lan oats a 
ae wee: a a ie - - x 
ie , - alll c<: ee 
< BRSSES ERS ESSRES 2 == 
a = ee tro 7 wae pee re 4 ; oF 4 
Me . , - : ma bint S5- ~ 
— Sty re, ; 


& 
& 
s 
b 


fr 
he 


SbEs 
a 


z 


=< 

a 

3 
‘8 


‘engi! ei: hogawrmn odw | ofiht 
seoo vod soamed idT nvidladiog 
tin. bocisia penbod er ot omwid 
bas eisitel ‘wi lo bold of! 
fig le atlocdeye at Mf 2rostiethnnty © 
ei} to esexitio ae ievb blow ow 
~med eint atulee oW noites Jeria. - 
140 wens opbolg bas yobo! 190: 
bie aviguanizg srodt of sonaigall 
etedisisio: wo daidw vot eleobi 
kbtot ei dtseusd bai 


) : 


14 i cE RR 2c ee 
if oO Alaa A ka Se 


f if 
“Tv, ‘ANS 
i‘ “ch Bee ee 2 ee 
y 4 ‘mis 1 one 
vs ~h a peak 
q f Ge ee PL 
” 7 é 


a = j fu 7 tat? alia dive 

chad ia . . A par A he ee , 
Aa a yess nat hed ve: ri 

iM Leer : ale oped eh ey : ; 7 
“ViLs) bus pag ‘ ie tel os, r ie ‘0 rs 


MUSTER ROLL OF Co. i, . PALMETTO REGIMENT 


(From The Sieve, Advertiser, 


Abstract of the last muster roll 
of Captain Brooks’ Company of 
Old. Ninety-Six Boys (Company 
D, Palmette Regiment), showing 
all the casualties and changes 
Which have oceurred in said com- 
pany during the Mexican ‘Cam- 
paign: 


Preston S. Brooks, Captain; Jo- 
seph Abney, Second Lieutenant; 
Latayette Wever, Second Piatten: 
ant; Richard S. Key, First Serge- 
unt; Eldred Simkins, Second Ser- 
geant: Cary W. Styles, Third Ser-~ 
Seant; Hillery Cooper, Fourth 
Sergeant; Jefferson | P. Nixon, 
First Corporal: Wm. B. Galphin, 
Second Corporal; Charles Kenny, 
Third Corporal; Robert Slowman, 
Fourth C orporal. 


Privates 


John A. Addison, Leonard P. 
Andrews, Thomas Anderson, 
transferred from Company L to 
Company D; John W. Arnold, 
transferred from Company E to 
Company D; Willis: Brannon, left 
sick in Hambur g, aflerwards join- 
ed the regiment, never having 


heard-of the order discharging the’ 


sick left behind; Henry Horatio 
Blease, Wm, Betsil, Wim. Burrell, 
John Cureton, Geo. W. Durst, Jas- 
per DeVore, 
llopkins, Wiley Holsonback, Rob- 
_erl kk. Kenny, Edmund Melton, 
Alex McKenzie, James Mavony; 
Htenry Mallon, substitute for) J Pas 
Larke; Thomas B. Norvel, recruit: 
ki Ibert Padgett; Nelson D, Philips, 
recruit; Alex Sharpton: Wm. S. 
Smith, transferred from Compony 
Ry 0: C ompany D: Godfrey Stro- 
bel, Wm. F, Unthank; John A. 
Walsingham, recruit; Jeptha L, 
Wikle, recruit. Total 28° who re- 
turned and were mustered out. 


James Goff, David: 


October 11, 1848) 


Resigned 


Win. C. Moragne, First yey sa 
ant, resigned 1848: Wm. P. Jones, 
Second Ly ieutenant, resigned 1847, 

Killed in Battle 

David Adams, Second -Licuten: 
ant, at Churubusco, August 20, 
1847, 

Wm. Butler Blocker, Sgt.,. at 
Garita de Belin, September 13; 
1847, while in command of com- 
pany. 

Llewellyn Goode, Corporal at 
Garita de Belin, September 13, 
1847. 


Turner Crooker, Private; at Ga- 
rita de Belin. September 13, 1847. 

Henry Callahan, Private, at 
Garita de Belin, September 13, 
1847. ; 

Thomas M. Lyles, Private, at 
Garita de Belin, September 13, 
1847. 

Mathew Martin, Private, at Ga- 
rita de Belin, September 13, 1847. 


Thomas F, Tillman, at Phin: 


busco August 20, 1847, 
Total including Corporal Brooks 
nine, 


Died 
Lemons Abney on March to Pe- 
rote August 8, 1847. 
Malachi Bettis at Puebla Au-- 
gust 1, 1847, 
John A. Blankenship at. Vera 
Cruz, June 1847, 
William i. 
June 3, 1847. 

Nathan DeLoach at Puebla June 
3, 1847. 

Wim. B. Davis, recruit, died at 
Jalapa, May, 1848..- 

James Duncan at Vera 
December 16, 1847, 

James Fitzsimmons at San-An- 


Cobb, at Puebla 


Cruz 


‘gel January 12, 1847. - 
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CAPTAIN PRESTON S. BROOKS 
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John T. Gassaway, at Puebla 
September 8, 1847. 

Julius N. Glover, at San Angel, 
September 20, 1847. 

Jesse Hill at Puebla September 
15, 1847. 

Reub. Jarral at Atlanta Janu- 
ary 14, 1846. 


Bolivar Jones at Puebla July 2, 


1847. 

John Johnson, Vera Cruz May 
16, 1847. 

Hugh McMahon, San Angel on 
December 27, 1847.. © 

Moody McDaniel, City of Mexi- 
co, October 20, 1847. 

Thomas N. Nixon, City of Mex- 
ico, October 17, 1847. 
. Reuben Newman, substitute for 
C. Ardis at Puebla, August 1847. 

John Proctor, Perote, June 21, 
1847. 

Wm. F. Reynolds, 
April 4, 1847. 

Wiley Robinson, 
18, 1847. 

Edward Ramsey, at sea, Febr u- 
ary 10, 1847, 

Benjamin ‘Tillman, Perote, Sep- 
tember 1847. 

Paschal Tillman, Perote August 
1847, 


Puebla, June 


Vera Cruz,. 


Benjamin G. Tillman, killed ac- 


-cidentally at City of Mexico No- 


vember 6, 1847. : 
John Wells, Jalapa, June 8th, 
1848. 


. Jeff Williamson, Perote, June 
16, 1847. 

.Toliver Youngblood, Puebla, 
October 7, 1847. 

Total 28. 

Discharged 

Vincent Cogburn, Sergeant; 
Lewis Covar, Corporal; Christo- 
pher Ardis, Pvt.; James M. Ad- 


dison; Henry W. Barham, Joshua 
Broome; Anthony Delorea;:James 
D. Davis; Joseph H. Gassaway; 
Wm. T. Gafford; Benjamin Gill; 
John Gill; Joel P. Hill; Anderson 
Howard; Joseph A. Jones; Thom- 
as G.' Key; James C, Lark; Wm. 
E. Murphy; Frederick Morgan; 
Joseph C. Payne; Francis: Posey; © 
Christopher Pryor; Pickens B. 
Ryan; Jeff Whitaker. 

Total 22. 

Transferred 

John C, Simkins, Sergeant, pro- 
moted to Ist Lieut. 12th Inf; 
Whitfield B. Brooks, to 2nd Lieut. 
12th Inf., died of wound received 
at Churubusco October 1847. 


ROLL OF OTHERS CLOSELY CONNECTED WITH 
EDGEFIELD IN THE MEXICAN WAR 


Col. Pierce Mason Butler who was killed at Churubusco. 


Lt. Col. R. G. M. Dunovant, later citizen of Edgetield. 
Dr. Elbert Bland, Regimental Surgeon. 
Gen. Marcellus Hammond, prandfather of Mrs. P. ‘P.. Bla- 


lock. 


Lieut. Joseph Culbreath who enlisted from Newberry, fa- 


ther of Mr. 


E. C. Culbreath of Johnston. 


Henderson Abney who enlisted from Newberry. 
Captain N .I, Walker of Barnwell. 
John Moragne of Abbeville, brother of W. C. Moragne. 


Preston DeLoach. 
James Lamb. 
Wm. S. Covar. 
Ralf Seurry 


Col. M. L. SEAL Oh of the 12th Inf. 
Lt. Perry Butler of the 12th Inf. 


Lt. Abner Perrin. 
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THE BROOKS SQUARE IN WILLOWBROOK CEMETERY 


The Brooks-Dunovant Square in Willowbrook cemetery is re- 
markable for the number of distinguished men and women who 
sleep there: Colonel Whitfield Brooks of the State Militia during - 
the War of 1812, and his wife, Mary Parsons Carroll Brooks. A tall 
shaft. bearing the seal of the state of South Carolina, marks the grave 
of their son, Preston S: Brooks, born in Edgefield Village. August 6, 
1819; elected to the State Legislature in 1844; elected Captain. of 
Company D, Palmetto Regiment, in 1846; served during the Mexican 
War under the beautiful banner here displayed today; elected to 


. Congress in 1853, and died in Washington City, January 27, 1857. 


Whitfield Butler Brooks was born in the Village of Edgefield on 
December 28, 1825, and died in the City of Mexico on October 2, 
1847, He engaged in battles at Vera Cruz, Contreras ard Churubusco, 
and the inscription on his tomb-reads: 

“At the call of his country he marched with the Palmetto Regi- 
ment to the theatre of war and on the bloody field of Churubusco re- 
ceived a mortal wouard -while gallantly charging the enemy. On the 
field of battle, with the momentary expectation of death, his only 
question was, “Have I discharged my duty?’ The reply of his gallant 
general is his best epitaph: ‘Yes ike a-man; you are an honor to 
yourself, your family and- your country’,” 

[wo other sons of Col. and Mrs. Whitfield Brooks, who were cap- 
tains in the War Between the States were John Hampden Brooks and 
James C. Brooks, father of the late Gen. U. R. Brooks, former comp- 
troller general and clerk of the Supreme Court for many years. 

In this section also is the grave of Gen. R. G. M, Dunovant- who 


‘was. first captain of the company from Chester in the Mexican, War, 


und later was promoted to Lieut-Col. following the deaths of- Col. 
Butler and Col. Dickinson. Gen. Dunovant served as Brigadier- 
Gencral with a commission from Governor Pickens at thé outbreak 
of the War Between the States. He organized the South Carolina army 
and was in charge the first three months of 1861, later serving under 
General Beauregard as Lieutenant-Colonel in command on Fort 
Moultrié during the bombardnient of Fort Sumter. He married a. 
sister of Preston S. Brooks. 
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COL. PIERCE MASON BUTLER 


(From manuseript by his secretary, Lieut. Joseph Abney) 


The Honorable Pierce Mason Butler, Colonel of the Palmetto Reg- 
iment, so distinguished in the Mexican War, was the son of Gen. Wil- 
liam Butler of Revolutionary memory and his wife Behethland F. 
Moore and the grandson of James Butler from, or near Leesburg, 
Loudon Co., Va., who married a.Miss Simpson of the same state, re- 
markable for her personal charm, and immigrated to South Caro- 
lina before the Revolt of the Colonies; but. taking a very active part 
in the beginning of the struggle, he and a promising son, named for 
himself; and a brother-in-law; Smallwood Smith, were inhumanly 
murdered by the Tories under William Cunningham. They belonged 
to a company commanded by Captain Turner, which, proceeding tov 
incautiously to join the forces of Gen. Marion, was surprised at a 
small log house on Clouds Creek, in Lexington District,- So. Carolina, . 
und all of its men, after having capitulated, were butchered in cold 
blood, and barbarously hacked and hewn to pieces by the swords of 
the ruffians, into whose hands they had fallen, The subject of this 
short sketch was born on Saluda River, or rather Big Creek, a tri-° 
butary of that stream, on the llth day of April 1798, and acquired at 
least a good English education under the tuition of Henry Wisdom 


’ Griffith and other teachers famous in their day. 


Col. Butler, though possessing an ordinary education, from the fact 
of having obtained it at rather an advanced age after his language had 
been formed, made occasionally an infelicitous application of his mo- . 
ther tongue. He was not incapable though, of writing and speaking, 
at times, with great force and beauty, and he always. evinced 
to his hearers and readers that he had the clear conception and. the 
ideas... During the whole course of his life, and in many important 
public positions he filled, with so much honor to himself and benefit 
to his country, he never proved himself unequal to the occasion or to 
any emergency that arose ... The letter to Gen. Worth concerning - 
Col. Dickenson on the eve of the “Battles of the Valley,” so many 
versions of and quotations from. which have been published in the 
newspapers and proclaimed from the rostrum, was conceived. and 
prepared by himself alone on the spur of the moment. From his 
having shown to me...I think I can reproduce it verbatim, as fol- 
lows~-~ 


Head Quarters 
Palmetto Regiment 
San Augustine 
Mexico i 

19th August 1847 


My Dear General, 


Our friend, Lt. Colonel Dickenson 1s a younger soldier than I «im, 


~~; 


and is eager for battle. For myself, I think there will be fighting 
enough for us all, 


But he wishes a place in the picture a little nearer the flashing of 
the guns. 


Please accept him on your personal stuff, and let him have ot. 


Very truly, 
P.M. Butler 


To Maj. Gen. 
Wim. J. Worth | ; y 

Col. Buller commenced his carcer as a Clerk in the store of Jesse 
Simkins, who merchandised at the Ridge in Edgefield, So. Car. 
Though about six feet four inches in height, his form was faultless, 
und having the most brilliant but benignant deep blue eyes, and hair 
and beard like the raven, he was the handsomest man in the State. 
Possessing these physical attractions, with the most equable and 
charming temper, he soon became a favourite, not only with the- 
ladics, but with all the gentlemen who had the pleasure of his ac- 
quaintance, and his store was daily thronged with friends and cus- 
tomers, 


But this sphere of action was: too circumscribed for his abilities, 
und he soon received and accepted a commission as Lieutenant in the 


‘7th Regiment of the Regular Army of the United States. He rose from 


the grade of Lieutenant to that of Captain, and, in the meantime, did 
much service on our Frontiers, in withstanding and repelling the In- 


_dians, who were constantly making incursions upon them. While in | 


the Army, he conceived an affection for, and married Miss Julia Du- 
val, trom Maryland, two of whose uncles were killed in the attack di- 


‘rected by Gen. Green, upon the “Star Redoubt” at “96” or old Cam- 


bridge. By this marriage, he had six children, two daughters, Be- 
hethland and Emily, the wives respectivelyl of Major John E. Ba- 
con and Gen, Abner M. Perrin, late of the Southern Army (the first 
having died childless, and the second leaving two interesting sons). 
Col. Butler and his wife and four sons, Loudon, Pierce, Pickens, and 
[iward Butler, of whom Pierce and Pickens were still living when 
this sketch was written. Loudon was killed as Lieut. Col. commanding 
u Louisiana Regiment at Chickamauga, and Edward, as a Private in 
the armies of Virginia, at Malvern Hill, When Mrs. Butler had read 
the letter announcing the death of her youngest son, her sensitive 
nature, already cruelly tried by the loss of her husband in battle, 
und by the loss of her eldest daughter under the most afflicting cir- 
cumstances, could hold out no longer, and she instantly expired. 
The Indian troubles having subsided on our borders, and most of 
the Tribes having been conquered and driven to the Far West, the 
ardent spirit of Captain Butler could not brook the unprofitable 
routing ef Camp and Garrison life, and he laid down his commission 


in the army, to accept the office of Cashier in the Branch Bank of 
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the State of South Carolina at Columbia, which, together with that 
of President of the bank, and othér various lucrative and responsi- 
ble positions, he held for many. years,, and the duties whereof, he 
discharged with sept takes fidelity and credit to all concerned in 
his employ. 

In 1836, he and Col. R. H. Goodwin of Columbia were appointed 
the two superior officers of a Regiment of Mounted Troops. for the 
Seminole War, and as Lieutenant Colonel, and sometimes the leader 
of that command, he exhibited the same martial instincts and heroic 
spirit that So signally illustrated his subsequent career, He received his 
commission from the Honorable George McDuffie, then Governor of 
South Carolina and deemed the most accomplished tactician and mili- 
tury man of his day, which with his own bearing in command, con- 
stituted the highest testimonial for the honorable trust reposed. 

In the winter of 1836, he was elected Governor of South Carolina, 


‘to succeed Generali McDuffie, and worthily did he fulfill the expec- 


lations of the State, and gracefully did he wear the mantle of his 
illustrious pr bdéceedor’ 

His financial affairs having henna embarrassed and involved 
during the remaining years he resided in Columbia, by the failure of- 
the Nesbit Iron Works, in Spartanburg, he invested a small sum of — 
money in a farm on Red River (which, by the way, proved a fortune 
to his widow and children after his death), and accepted from the 
President of the United States in 1841, the appointment of Indian 
Agent in the West. While engaged in the. arduous avocations imposed 
by this appointment, he quarreled with Col. R. B. Mason, the United 
States officer in command of that military post in that region, and a 
challenge was pending between them, when Col. Butler in 1846, was 
summoned to take command of the Palmetto Regiment raised: for 
the Mexican War, and Col. Mason was ordered to the Pacific Coast, 
to fight the Mexicans in that distant quarter of the Hemisphere. 

The manner in which the command of the Palmetto Regiment was’ 
tendered to -Col. Butler, was highly complimentary to him, and 


grateful to his feelings, That noble body of men was composed of the « 


very flower and chivalry (as Our enemies would say) of the blood ef 
South Carolina, and numbered eleven hundred, rank and file. With- 
out any previous concert, and without any solicitation from him, what- 
ever, by a spontaneous accord, they elected him their commander, and 
summoned him from the. field of his labors beyond the Mississippi, 
to the field of mortal conflict in Mexico. It must not be supposed, how- 
ever, that he had no obstacles, to encounter, and. no. difficulties to — 
avasccenne : ; | 


BUTLER AND THE PALMETTO REGIMENT 
By Rev. A. H. Lester 
I saw a band of heroes brave— | 
Palmetto was its name— 
Go forth to seek a conqueror’s grave, 
Or reap the conqueror’s deathless fame. 
I saw with tender feeling swell 
Each bosom as they breathed “Farewell, 
‘My native land.” And the tear-drop fall 
From every eye: 
But when they turned their feet from home, 
Then shrieked the fife and pealed the drurn, 
And rang the deafening shout, “O come 
bis Death or Victory!” 
Their flag on high is wide unfurled, 
And ONWARD is the signal given, 
With shivering clash their arms are hurled, 
And death before their ranks is. driven. 
Amid the thundering cannon’s roar, 
‘Mid curling smoke and Streaming gore, 
When death shots on them thickest poured, 
[hear a voice: : 
"On the charge!” he boldly cries, 
“On where immortal glory lies! 
L’cn now bright victory greets our eyes. 
Onward! Brave boys!” 
‘Tis Butler! At whose moving words 
The stoutest heart fresh courage takes; 
The roar.of guns or clash of swords, 
His fearless soul more fearless makes t 
As on they charge—that Spartan band 
Fall thick and fast on every hand, 
Yet firmly, nobly do they stand, 
Though few remain.. 
The Stars and Stripes at length prevail, 
Their folds triumphant kissed the gale— 
But victory shouts the horrid tale, 
“Brave Butler’s slain!” 
He died a hero’s death— 
He fell twice wounded to the field, — 
Exclaiming with his latest breath: 


“O never, never basely yield!” 


Sleep on, Carolina’s boasted son! 
On earth thy glorious course is run! 
Thy noble work was nobly done, 
And thine is FAME! 
Though thou art dead, thy deeds shall live 
Our highest tribute to receive, | 
And thousands yet unborn shall give 
Praise to thy name. 
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In the center, seated is Mrs. Agatha Abney Woodson, daugh- 
ter of Licut. (later Colonel) Abney. Others, standing, left to 
right: Miss Elizabeth Woodson, Miss Hortense Woodson and 
‘Mrs. William A, Woodson. . | 
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COLONEL JOSEPH ABNEY — 1819-1870 


Joseph Abney was born in Edgefield District near Lorick’s Ferry 
(now Herbert’s Ferry) on the Saluda River. His father, John Abney, 
died when Joseph was about four years old. His first “schooling” began 
when he placed the Blue Back Speller on the plough shares in front 
of him-and used these working -hours on his mother’s plantation for 
his mental training. A biographer states: 


“By his own exertions he obtained an education, .... Whilst at the 
Greenwood Academy, he acquitted himself so handsomely as to at- 
tract the marked attention of Governor McDuffie, who attended his 
trial examination.” 


Young Abney taught school for several months while still in his 
teens. After two years he entered the office of Mr. T. C, Perrin of Ab- 
beville with Samuel McGowan, who later became a prominent law-. 
yer and judge. In 1842 he was admitted to the Bar and immediately 
started his law practice, first at Abbeville with John A. Calhoun, then 
at Edgefield with George McDuffie and later with James Terry. In 
the year 1846 he edited The Edgefield Advertiser with Mr, W. F. Duri- 
soe as proprietor. His editorship was cut short by the war. 

Later in 1846 he answered the call for volunteers and went to.Mexi- 
co as a lieutenant in Captain Preston S. Brooks’ Company, the “96 
Boys” which joined the far-famed Palmetto Regiment commanded by 
Col. P. M. Butler. Mr. Abney, then twenty-four years old, served as 
Colonel Butler’s private secretary. During the Colonel’s absence from 


' camp, his young lieutenant bore the entire responsibility of his com- 


pany, in the instance of the battle of Churubusco, being commanding 
officer. He was seriously wounded during this fray, but recovered his 
strength and served in his Edgefield Company until the end of the 


“war. 


- Colonel Simkins, on behalf of the Edgefield -citizenry, presented 


-Lieutenant Abney a handsome sword on his return from the war. 


Likewise the South Carolina Legislature honored him with a gold 
metal. 

After the Mexican War Mr. Abney taught, -school at Rose College 
Academy near Pleasant Lane, Later he resumed his law practice in 


_the village: and represented the district in the Legislature. During 


this period in his career he won recognition as an orator, just as he 
had distinguished himself on the battlefield a few years prior to this. 
Few social or political gatherings were complete without an expres- 
sion from him, according to a sketch written by Mrs. Eleanor Mims 
Hanson. 

In 1850 he was made Intendant of the Village. He invariably sup- 
ported every measure which benefitted the struggling: little town. 
He was a member of the Baptist Church in Edgefield, but served as 
vestryman of Trinity Episcopal Church for several years. 

After the Mexican War Mr. Abney was not associated with any 
other member of his profession until the year 1855 when he formed 


a partnership with his nephew, J. A. Chapman of Newberry, author 
of The History of Edgefield. 

Mr. Abney often attended sessions of the eae) Court. in Co- 
lumbia and on one occasion after he had delivered a brilliant address 
before that body he was heard by a beautiful young. woman who la- 
ter became his bride. She was "Miss Susan M. Miller who was present 
with her father, Colonel Charles M. Miller, nephew of Gov. Stephen 
D. Miller. They were married February 14, 1858. ; 

In 1861 Mr. Abney formed a partnership with Mr. Henry T. Wright, 


_but.this partnership was short-lived as Mr. Abney volunteered to serve 


under South Carolina’s flag as soon as secession made war obvious. He 
was appointed Colonel in the Provisional Army of the Confederate 
States and was Major in command of the First Battalion of South 
Carolina Sharpshooters. This together with the Charleston Battery | 
under: Lieut. Col. P. C. Gaillard formed the 27th South Carolina 
Infantry. Major Abney served actively in all battles around Peters- 
burg until he was wounded at Drury’s Bluff. He returned from the 
war a broken man, and never gained his usual good health. Five years 
later he died of meningitis, on February 2, 1870. Surviving were his 
wife and three children; Elizabeth Agatha (now Mrs. Agatha Abney 
Woodson); Eleanor who became the wife of vewents Duke and died in 
Texas; Sophie, who died in infancy. 

The Edgefield bar passed resolutions in his memory and eulogies 
were paid him by Martin W. Gary and re L. Bonham. The Ad- 
vertiser spoke thus of him: 

“Bravely, honestly and efficiently, he fought. for the honor, interest 
and glory of his country. Self-educated, he became an accomplished 
scholar, lawyer and soldier. His civil triumphs in popular assemblies, 
in the legislature and in the forum, as well as laurels won in war, make 
up the sum of-a reputation, of which his family, his friends and his 
native Carolina are justly proud, But although he received the plau- 
dits of his country for services rendered in peace and in war; while | 
every battle ground from Vera Cruz to the Carita de Belin, of Mexi- 
co, and his blood shed on the field of Churubusco; and later in life, at 


Drury’s Bluff, in our last war, attest his devotion and skill as a war-) 


rior, he. has left behind a monument. to his fame, not less to be ap- 
preciated in the memory and gratitude of careworn poverty, which, 
with a needy hand, prompted by Christian charity, he never failed 
to alleviate; and the poor will bless him, in their sorrow fo; his 
deperture.” 
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Minor, Mrs, Elizabeth Lott, 230 Spring st., N. W., Atlanta, Ga. 
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Norris, Mrs, E. J., Edgefield, 
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Thurmond, Mrs, J. W., Sr., Edgefield. 

Thurmond, Miss Gertrude, Columbia. 

Tillman, Mrs. Mamie N., Edgefield. 

Tillman, Col. Stephen F. 3000 Concord Ave. N. W., Washington, D. C. 
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Warren, Mr. and Mrs. F. M., Johnston, S.C. 
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| | the ; NAM GIS ENE 
Leila Jane Hungerpiller, 9-year- 


Mrs. James A. Hungerpiller (Hammie Scurry), who sang dur- 
iny the luncheon. The old-fashioned dress was of wine-colored 
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THE SPIRIT OF EDGEFIELD 


. (Air: The Bells of St. Mary’s) 


The Spirit of Edgefield, 
Whatever betide, 

Is calling her children 
From far and from wide; 
In city and village : 
Or far out at sea, : 
They hear her voice calling, 
“Come back, sons, to me!” 


~ 


Refrain: 

Old Edgefield, dear Edgefield, 

Thy children all love thee; 

Thy great men, thy good men, 
Wherever they be, 

Turn back to the scenes oft’ 
Remembered in story 

Thy children all come back, come back 
To thee, .to thee. 


~The Spirit of Edgefield 
Is calling today 
‘Her young men and maidens, 
_ Her youth, to thefray, 
To build a great nation 
As strong men of yore; 
A’ challenge she offers: 
“Go forward once more!” 
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